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Albertans opposed to health privatization

A clear majority of
Albertans are opposed to the
provincial government's plan to
privatize the delivery of certain
core medical services. That's
the finding of a public
opinion survey
commissioned by the
Friends of Medicare and
conducted between
December 15 and 19 by
Viewpoints Research, a
polling fIrm based in
Winnipeg.

According to the poll,
52 per cent of Albertans are
opposed or strongly opposed
to a law that would allow
private, for-profIt hospitals
to perform surgeries that are
currently done only in public
hospitals. On the other hand,
38 per cent of Albertans said
they support or strongly
support the government's
plan-and nine per cent said
they hadn't made up their
minds.

However, support for the
government's health care plan
drops dramatically when people
are told it would involve
funnelling tax dollars into
profIt-seeking private
companies. Only 24 per cent of
Albertans said they would
support or strongly support
using tax dollars to [mance
privately-delivered medical
services.

"The more people know
about what the government is
actually proposing, the less they
like it," says Friends of
Medicare spokesperson

Christine Burdett. "After
looking at this poll, it is fair to
say that the government does
not have the confIdence of the

voters on this issue. It is also
clear that a majority of
Albertans don't support an

expansion to private, for-profIt
health care in the province."

The poll shows 80 per cent
of respondents agreed with the

argument that the best way to
reduce waiting lists is to
open more beds and hire
more staff in public
hospitals.

In fact, Albertans feel so
strongly about maintaining
the public health system that
a huge majority would forgo
tax cuts to ensure the
integrity of Medicare. When
asked to choose between tax
cuts and increased funding
for Medicare, 71 per cent
chose Medicare.

The poll involved a
random telephone survey of
600 Albertans. The survey is
considered accurate to within
plus or minus four per cent,

19 times out of 20.
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