






























10 February. 2000

Think you're clever?

Here's a quiz that is likely to
tie you up in mental knots for an
hour or so. If you make five
mistakes or less, you're
exceptional. Any mortal should
get eight to 10 right.
1. If three cats can kill three

rats in three
minutes, how
long will it take
100 cats to kill
100 rats?
2. I have two
current coins in
my hand.
Together they
total 55 cents.

One is not a nickel. What are the
coins?
3. Which is correct: 8 and 8 are
15, or 8 and 8 is IS?
4. A monkey is at the bottom of
a 30-foot well. Each day he jumps
up three feet and slips back two.
At that rate, when will the
monkey reach the top of the well?
5. I have two minutes in which
to catch a train and two miles to
go. If I go the first mile at the rate
of 30 miles per hour, at what rate
must I go the second mile in order
to catch the train?
6. The number of eggs in a
basket doubles every minute. The
basket is full of eggs in an hour.
When was the basket half full?
7. A customer hands a cigar
clerk a five-dollar bill for two
dollars' worth of cigars. The latter
has no change, but gets some next
door from a drug clerk, who gives
him five one-dollar bills for the
five-dollar bill. The customer
leaves with the cigars and three
dollars in change. An hour later
the drug clerk rushes in, saying
the five-dollar bill was

counterfeit. The cigar clerk gives
him a good five-dollar bill. How
much did the cigar clerk lose in
money and cigars?
8. What is the smallest number
of ducks that could swim in this
formation: two ducks in front of a
duck, two ducks behind a duck,
and a duck between two ducks.
9. We all know there are 12
one-cent stamps in a dozen, but
how many two-cent stamps are
there in a dozen?
10. A boat will carry only 200
pounds. How can a man weighing
200 pounds and his two sons, who
weigh 100 pounds each, use it to
cross a river?
11. A set of 10 books is arranged
in an orderly fashion on a shelf.
Each book has 100 pages, making
1,000 pages in all. A worm
starting on the first book eats
through to the last book. How
many pages did he eat?
12. The archaeologist who said
he found a silver coin dated 649
B.c. was either lying or kidding.
Why?
13. A king, wishing to get rid of
his prime minister, puts two
pieces of paper in a hat. He tells
his judge that if the prime
minister draws out the scrap
marked "stay" he may remain in
the kingdom, but if he draws out
the scrap marked "go" he must
scram. The hitch is that the king
wrote "go" on both scraps of
paper. But when the crafty prime
minister showed the judge one
piece of paper, the judge decided
in his favour. How did the prime
minister outwit the king?
14. Which would you prefer, a
truckload of nickels or a half a
truckload of dimes?

Answers:
1. Three minutes. It takes each
cat three minutes to kill each rat.
2. A 50-cent piece and a nickel.
The other coin is the nickel.
3. Neither, 8 and 8 are 16.
4. On the 28th day. At the end
of the 27th day he had ascended
27 feet. On the 28th day he
reaches the top.
5. You missed it. You used up
all your time going the first mile.
6. In 59 minutes. If the basket is
full in 60 minutes, it was half-full
a minute earlier, at the end of 59
minutes.
7. Five dollars, two in
merchandise and three in cash.
8. . Three ducks in a row, one
after the other.
9. Twelve.
10. The two sons go first. One
brings back the boat and the
father rows over. Then the other
son returns for his brother.
11. He ate 802 pages. Look at a
row of books on a shelf. You will
see why the worm didn't touch the
99 pages of the first book or the
99 pages of the last.
12. How could anyone know
Christ was coming in 649 years?
13. The prime minister destroyed
the first scrap he drew, and since
the other said "go" the one he
disposed of must have said "stay"
the judge decided.
14. Since the dimes are smaller
and worth twice as much, you'd
be smarter to take the half truck
load.
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