






















Mississauga Transit's bus #9772, a 1997 NewFlyer D60LF 60ft low
floor bus parked at Square One Terminal.
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New Flyer
makes 60 foot
articulated

New Flyer Industries Limited
of Winnipeg, Manitoba, was the
fIrst bus manufacturer to offer a
full size 40-ft. low floor bus to
the North American
transportation industry.
Kitchener Transit was innovative
in being the fIrst transit property
in Ontario to acquire 14 of these
new low floor buses in 1992 - 7
in March and another 7 in
September.

Although New Flyer enjoyed
great success in being the only
40-ft low floor bus provider in
North America for a few years,
the competition soon revealed
low-floor models of their own
that greatly improved upon some
of the shortcomings of the D40LF
model.

New Flyer's competitors in
Canadian bus production are
Orion Bus Industries of
Mississauga and NovaBUS
Corporation of St. Eustache,
Quebec.

Orion's 40ft low floor model,
the ORION VI and Nova's low
floor the Nova LFS have an
advantage over the D40LF in that
the entire floor inside the bus is
low throughout, as opposed to
NewFlyer's split level aisle. The
Nova LFS can even be ordered
with a full stainless steel frame, to
withstand the harshest of
climates.

However, NewFlyer has still
remained very successful in the
low floor bus market by

continuously adding innovations
to their D40LF model. To meet
various market demands, the
D40LF has been available in 30,
35,40 and even 60ft articulated
lengths since 1997. Fuel options
include diesel, CNG and LNG
(compressed natural gas &
liquifIed natural gas).

As an industry leader, New
Flyer has also teamed up with
Ballard Industries of B.c. to work
on a fuel-cell powered bus.
Another new technology that
New Flyer is actively involved in
developing is hybrid-electric
buses. Basically, a hybrid drive
system will replace the normal
diesel engine with a smaller
engine coupled to a generator to
charge the batteries, which
powers the electric motors at the
drive wheels. The system also
uses regenerative braking to
charge the batteries when the
coach is slowing down. Two of
these buses are currently being
tested in Orange County
California.

New Flyer fudustries
currently has over 2500 low floor
buses on the road in North
America.
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