


















Orion II features excellent handling characteristics due to a front­
wheel drive powertrain and full air suspension all around.

'rrhat's an
O · ~"... rlon.

It is a little known fact that
the original North American built
low-floor bus was actually built
by Ontario Bus Industries of
Mississauga. This project was in
the works ten years before Flyer
started building such a bus.

In the early 1980's, Orion
(Ontario Bus Ind.) recognized the
need for a vehicle to meet the
special needs of the disabled
community. Their solution was
the ORION II. First produced in
1983, the Orion II would become
a smashing success for Ontario
Bus. The key feature in this bus
was the low-floor which could be
kneeled to an 8" height at the
front door down to a very low 4"
at the rear.

To suit a variety of needs, the
Orion II is available in 22' and 26'

lengths with seating capacities
being 18 and 24 respectively.
Wheelchair capacities are 7 (22')
and 10 (26').

These buses feature excellent
handling characteristics due to a
front-wheel drive powertrain and
full air suspension all around.
90% of the metal used on the
body and structure is stainless
steel providing excellent rust
resistance. (Too bad they didn't
use this on the Orion V's!)The
standard powertrain in the Orion
II is the 7.3L Navistar diesel
engine mated to a 4-speed
automatic Allison transmission.
Gasoline and CNG engines are
available as options.

The ORION II has been well
received in the market, being the
primary workhorse of TIC's
WheelTrans service (equivalent
to Project Lift). TTC's fleet of
Orion II's numbers about 150.
They can be found in service

across North America and also as
far away as Norway and Sweden.
The closest one in operation to
Kitchener is a 1988 model
purchased by a nursing home in
Cambridge. I have, on occasion,
seen this bus in town.

Although "low floor" buses
are relatively new to North
American transit systems, they
have been in service in Europe
for over 20 years.

William Wirtz

What's he
smoking?

Republican Senator Orrin
Hatch, no friend of working
people, has been promoting a
pamphlet called How Parents
Can Help Children Live
Marijuana Free. The booklet,
says the labour press service PAl,
does provide some valuable
information on potential dangers
in drug use. But it goes too far
when it warns that signs of
possible drug use include
"excessive preoccupation with
social causes, race reiations,
environmental issues, etc."

We can hear it now: Union?
You must be some kind of
pothead.
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